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seek to plunder them of the jewels which they contained.
And in this crypt the coffins (standing in the places marked
by the respective tombstones) remained for about one hun-
dred years

But in 1791 the Austrian Grand Duke Ferdinand III de-
cided to remove them from this situation. A mortuary chapel
for the Austrian Grand Dukes had been constructed in part
of the vault of the church of San Lorenzo; and to reach it
more conveniently this Grand Duke made an entrance from
the Piazza Madonna into the crypt of the Medici mausoleum,
so as to reach, by passing through the latter, the mortuary
chapel which lies beyond it/* This throwing open of the crypt
of the mausoleum made it necessary to remove the Medici
coffins elsewhere. Beneath this upper crypt there is a lower
(subterranean) one, of exactly the same size and shape; and
to this the Grand Duke Ferdinand III removed the Medici
coffins.

Either during this removal of the coffins to the lower crypt
in 1791, or during the sixty years after it (owing to want of
due guatd over them after they were placed in the lowei
crypt), thieves obtained access to the coffins,6 plundering a
number of them of their jewels, and creating considerable
disorder.

In 1856, to remedy this state of things, it was decided to
institute an official examination of the whole of the coffins,
to open and examine each carefully, and to rearrange them
in due order. Before this took place, the Pope, Pius IX, visited
the mausoleum, and after holding a service in the crypt gave
his authority for this examination of the bodies, ordering it
to be conducted with due reverence for the dead. This was
then carried out by a Commission appointed by the Govern-
ment in 1857* The coffins, to the number of forty-nine, were
in turn opened and examined, and the condition of the bodies,
their dress, and ornaments were minutely detailed in an official
report. The report showed (as will be seen by the details
which have been given in the footnotes on the subject) that